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Week Ending Friday, August 21, 1987 


The Nation’s Domestic and Foreign 
Agendas 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
August 15, 1987 





My fellow Americans: 

Wednesday evening I spoke to you from 
the Oval Office, and I’d like to take a 
moment today to discuss with you the im- 
portance of the message I delivered. After 
many weeks, the Iran-contra hearings are 
over. The issues involved have been exam- 
ined from every angle and in every light. 
The mistakes that were made have been 
dealt with. Now it’s time for Americans to 
come together and move our nation for- 
ward. 

Here at home, there’s the urgent need to 
put the Federal budget process in order, 
bringing runaway Federal spending under 
control and achieving further reductions in 
the Federal deficit. Delay after delay, 
missed deadline after missed deadline—the 
entire budget process is so chaotic it is pre- 
viding a cover for those in Congress whose 
aim is to shift resources from the people’s 
interest to the special interests. Not one ap- 
propriations bill has been passed by the 
Congress for the fiscal year which begins in 
less than 60 days. And just consider what 
this budget process produces. There’s the 
Federal program that will spend millions to 
help build luxury hotels, restaurants, and 
condominiums. That’s right—fancy condo- 
miniums. If Congress is serious about get- 
ting back down to work, serious about pro- 
moting our nation’s economic growth, then 
Congress should pass a responsible budget 
that is credible and enforceable. The time 
has come to enact a line-item veto and a 
balanced budget amendment. 

My nomination of Judge Robert Bork to 
the Supreme Court comes at the top of our 
nation’s domestic agenda. Judge Bork is a 
distinguished judge and a man of great in- 
tellect and broad experience. Like me, 
Judge Bork believes in judicial restraint: 


that courts should interpret the law and 
that judges should not substitute their own 
personal views for those of legislators whose 
responsibility it is to make the laws. The 
former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 
Warren Burger, has said that he could not 
recall a nominee better qualified than 
Judge Bork. Just 5 years ago, the Senate 
voted unanimously to confirm him as a 
judge on our nation’s second highest court. 
I believe the Senate should now move expe- 
ditiously to confirm him as a Justice on the 
Supreme Court. 

Abroad, our nation’s business is no less 
pressing. We’re pursuing intensive negotia- 
tions with the Soviet Union on arms control 
that actually hold out the hope of cutting 
both sides’ nuclear arsenals. In the Persian 
Gulf and the Middle East, generally bring- 
ing about stability and a lasting peace re- 
mains one of the most important goals of 
my Presidency. If we’re going to make 
progress toward peace, we cannot permit 
extremists to set the agenda or coerce their 
neighbors. We have to show that efforts of 
intimidation, like Iranian threats against 
Kuwait and other nonbelligerent States in 
the Gulf, do not work. We’re a tolerant - 
people, but we do not bow to intimidation, 
and we've consistently throughout our his- 
tory been willing to defend ourselves. Our 
tolerance should not be mistaken for a lack 
of resolve. We will stand by the security 
commitments we’ve made to our friends in 
the Gulf and elsewhere in the region. Of 
course, we strongly favor the peaceful reso- 
lution of conflicts. We will continue our dip- 
lomatic efforts in the U.N. and elsewhere to 
diffuse tensions and pursue a prompt nego- 
tiated settlement to the Iran-Iraq war, and 
we will press our efforts to resolve the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, recognizing that stale- 
mate will strengthen those very forces most 
opposed to peace. 

Permit me now to turn to Nicaragua, 
where we’re engaged in a crucial effort to 
promote human freedom. Last week our 
administration proposed a timetable for ne- 
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gotiations to bring peace to Nicaragua by 
opening the country to democracy. Just 
days later, the leaders of five Central Amer- 
ican countries themselves put forward a 
plan for peace and democracy in Nicaragua. 
This plan differs from our own in certain 
regards, but it’s important to understand 
that both insist upon opening Nicaragua to 
genuine democracy. We welcome the Cen- 
tral American initiative and are willing to 
work with our Central American friends as 
they perfect and implement it, consistent 
with our national interests and our commit- 
ment to those fighting for freedom in Nica- 
ragua. Our support for the freedom fighters 
should continue until a satisfactory peace 
plan is in place, a cease-fire has occurred, 
and a verifiable process of democratization 
is underway. The principles that Speaker 
Wright ! and I agreed to are valid princi- 
ples that we hope will assist our friends in 
Central America as they pursue the twin 
» -als of peace and democracy in the region. 

Well, enough talk, enough delay. In Cen- 
tral America, the Middle East, and, yes, 
here at home, the time has come to move 
forward. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. from 
Rancho del Cielo, his ranch near Santa Bar- 
bara, CA. 


Foreign and Domestic Issues 





Interview With Hugh Sidey of Time 
Magazine. August 12, 1987 





Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. Number one, thanks a lot. I wanted to 
just talk today, if I could, about more of 
your personal feelings through a very tough 
time in your Presidency, and you know, this 
is kind of a demarcation point. How do you 
feel about it? Was this an embattled time 
especially, or—— 


1 Jim Wright, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 
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The President. Well, naturally it wasn’t 
the happiest of times, and sometimes I’d get 
annoyed at the interference with what I 
thought was getting on with the things that 
should be done. But, Hugh, I have to tell 
you, I never felt too upset, because I knew 
I’d told the truth and that the truth would 
have to come out—and did. 

Q. But how did you keep smiling, because 
a lot of people wouldn’t believe you still? A 
lot of people question, you know, whether 
the—or at least think that you haven’t told 
everything, according to the polls. 

The President. Yes, | did. And what used 
to make me smile a little bit was the fact 
that I was the first one to tell them about 
such things as that there was extra money 
and so forth. And good Lord, I appointed 
the first commission, and it came in long 
before this one started with a lot of the 
information that was new to me and that I 
had to hear for the first time. 

Q. This was a pretty heavy siege, though. 
How did you keep your optimism? It was 
pretty sustained throughout that period. 

The President. Well, as I say, I just had 
faith in the truth. 

Q. I see. How tough was it, though, to see 
those close to you affected by this—Mrs. 
Reagan or children or old colleagues? 

The President. Well, I think that those 
that were close around me kind of took 
their cue from me. But I did hear from a 
great many friends who expressed, again, 
their faith and trust, and that was very 
pleasant. 

Q. Was there a low point in this 8 months 
or soP 

The President. No. 

Q. Anything make you angry? I kept 
reading these stories about sometimes you 
got sore, here and there, at what people 
said. 

The President. Yes, sometimes, and some- 
times I got a little angry before all of this in 
finding out when I learned of things that I 
had not been told. 

Q. Was there a period of discouragement 
at allP 

The President. No. 

Q. Never got down that far? 

The President. Nope. 

Q. You had every faith you were going to 
come out in the end? 
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The President. Yes. 

Q. Do you think it’s over with pretty 
much now? 

The President. 1 think it is as far as the 
audience is concerned. 

Q. Yes. A number of people have said 
that the thing that bothers you—friends 
have told me that—were these polls that 
said the people thought that you were hold- 
ing back. Now, can you recover that? Do 
you fully expect to restore the credibility? 

The President. Yes. Naturally no one’s 
going to be overjoyed at seeing a poll that 
finds that people thought you weren’t tell- 
ing the truth. But then one other poll asked 
an added question, and that was a question 
of the people who said that they thought I 
wasn’t telling the truth. They asked them, 
well, you know, what did they think about 
thatP And the overwhelming majority of 
them thought, well, of course, there are 
always going to be things that a President 
shouldn’t tell. And it threw a whole differ- 
ent aspect then on that first question and 
the answers to it. 

Q. I see, yes. Did you end this period at 
all—or how did you feel about the group of 
men that were involved in this that had 
been on your staffP How do you end this 
period now with your feelings about North 
and Poindexter and McFarlane? ! 

The President. Well, I heard them out. I 
can understand why they did what they did 
and what their motives were, and certainly 
they weren’t bad motives. And I’m just 
sorry that it turned out that way. The truth 
that I told the first time, once Ed Meese 2 
came in here and said there was a piece of 
paper that indicated there was more money 
than the purchase price of the weapons and 
that somehow that money was in a Swiss 
bank account and so forth—now, all I fall 
back on is: I am the one who went on the 
air and told the people that and told the 
press that in the press room, and that I had 
appointed a commission to find out what 
there was to know about this. 


1Zt. Col. Oliver North, USMC, was a 
member of the National Security Council 
staff, and Adm. John M. Poindexter and 
Robert C. McFarlane were Assistants to the 
President for National Security Affairs. 

2 Attorney General Edwin Meese III. 


Q. What was your big mistake, or was 
there one in all of this? Do you pinpoint 
something you shouldn’t have done or 
should have done that you didn’t do? 

The President. Well, you see in a covert 
operation like that—and the covert oper- 
ation was a response by us to an appeal 
from this other group of individuals who 
wanted to discuss better relations with our 
country. And it had to be covert for their 
safety, because contrary to what some of 
the people have said, I was not doing busi- 
ness with the Khomeini. In fact, quite the 
contrary; these were people that were an- 
ticipating another government to follow 
him. And if you'll remember, at that par- 
ticular time, almost every day there were 
reports of his failing health and that his 
days were very numbered and so forth. And 
they wanted to talk about a better relation 
than we have with the present government. 

Q. How’d you get through those days 
when the hearings started, Mr. President? 
Did you read the papers as normal? Did 
you follow it closely in the papers? 

The President. Actually, I didn’t change 
my pattern or my schedule much at all. 
Occasionally, I might have a few minutes 
and step into the next room and turn on 
the TV just to see who was on and so forth. 
And I didn’t have to depend on the press. 
Our legal counsel kept me informed with a 
summary. 

Q. So, you had internal information—— 

The President. Yes. 

Q. ——as well. Did you give up any read- 
ing at all? Did you try to avoid it at all, or 
was it just-—— 

The President. No, no. 

Q. I see. But you watched a little of it. 
Did you talk it over with Mrs. Reagan? Did 
she—— 

The President. Oh, yes. We used to—— 

Q. ——she kept an eye on it? 

The President. Well, she probably didn’t 
watch any more than I did. 

Q. I see. But you felt current throughout 
the time? You felt you knew what was—— 

The President. Yes. 

Q. ——what was happening? Yes. What is 
your feeling in general? Is this sort of thing 
inevitable in this office at some time or an- 
other in the Presidency? I’ve been through 
seven Presidents, and it seems to me every 
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administration, at one time or another, 
has—— 

The President. ——has an investigation 
by the Congress of the President. 

Q. Well, something goes sour, you know, 
or something goes off. What’s your broad 
view of it? Is it—— 

The President. Well, Hugh, actually, all 
that I remember is, you know, for a half a 
century now, with only an exception of a 
few years, the Congress, both Houses, have 
been of one party. And I think if you check 
back, every President of the opposite party 
has been investigated for something or 
other. But I don’t recall any investigations 
of the Presidents when the Presidents and 
the Legislature were of the same party. 

Q. Yes, I see. Well, what you’re suggest- 
ing, if I’m correct, is that there’s a lot of 
politics in this. The Presidential election 
have much to do with it? 

The President. Well, I’m not going to 
comment on that. 

Q. You’re not going to comment? 

The President. No. 

Q. You’re going to stay out of that, I see. 

The President. Maybe I shouldn’t have 
said what I just said. 

Q. Well, now, did you keep a diary 
throughout this time? Do you have some 
private thoughts? 

The President. Well, I’ve kept a diary 
from the first day here. And actually, Hugh, 
the reason for that was one thing I learned 
after the 8 years as Governor—that the 
schedules are such and the succession of 
things and the meetings—that getting out 
of that 8-year experience as Governor, I 
suddenly realized that memory—well, there 
were things that I could remember, but I 
couldn’t tell you whether they were in the 
first or the second term. And then I real- 
ized there were a lot of things that I just 
could not, if I had to, recall, and it was a 
very busy 8 years there. And so, when faced 
with this job, Nancy and I both said this 
time—— 

Q. You’re going to keep that record, huh? 

The President. ——let’s keep a record so 
that that won’t happen. 

Q. Through this particular stressful 
period, then, you’ve kept pretty good notes 
on—— 
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The President. As a matter of fact, I made 
some of those diary notes available to the 
investigators. 

Q. Yes, I knew that. Somebody told me 
you also kept your regular meetings with 
Edmund Morris.* He’s working on the 
book. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. So that there is that. Any surprises 
when that comes out? 

The President. 1 don’t think so. Well, not 
to me. 

Q. Oh, I see. I see, you know that. Did 
you expect when you became President, 
having seen, of course, what happened to 
Lyndon Johnson and Nixon and Truman 
and all of them, as you mentioned before, 
did you expect that anything like this would 
happen, that there would be an episode in 
your Presidency? Were you prepared for 
that possibility, I guess is what I’m saying. 

The President. Well, Hugh, I think after 
the 8 years as Governor, also, you know 
that there’s always a target painted on the 
Chief Executive’s door. No, the big surprise, 
however, was exactly what we said. First of 
all, my reaction when our covert operation 
was exposed by that leak in Beirut and our 
press immediately went up with it, my re- 
action there—it was just one of—and I 
voiced it to the press at every opportunity, 
and then it was echoed by David Jacobsen, 
the hostage that came home at about the 
same time—and that was, please, you can 
get some people killed by talking about this 
and asking about it. And I had in mind the 
people we were dealing with as well as our 
own hostages, because when Jacobsen came 
out, the word we had was that there were 
going to be a couple more in just a few 
days. And that was all that was on my mind. 

Well, then when—as I say, Ed Meese was 
the one who saw that one paper that indi- 
cated that there was somehow more money 
and in a Swiss bank account—this was just 
the biggest surprise in the world, because 
we hadn’t set out to trade hostages for—or 
arms for hostages, even though I always feel 
a great responsibility to do everything possi- 
ble to get back the hostages, except ransom. 
And I knew that the arms we sold were 
priced at $12 million, and we got our $12 


3 President’s biographer. 
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million. That had come back before the ex- 
posure and all. 

And it was just such a surprise that first— 
well, the very next morning—he agreed 
with me that we had to make this known. 
And we called in the joint leadership of the 
Congress, both Houses and both parties, 
and told them. And then I went immediate- 
ly into the press room and then, as you 
know, a short time later, went on the air. 

Q. One of the points in this whole thing, 
Mr. President, was the failure or the fact 
that you didn’t just summon Oliver North 
and say, you know, lay this all out for me. 
Was there some reason or some—— 

The President. Well, whether our think- 
ing was right or wrong at that point—and 
we were all agreed here that with this now 
exposed and my not having been told that 
they just had to leave the National Security 
Council, they could not continue. So, I 
thought of that before I thought any ques- 
tions or anything, and I think they both felt 
the same way. 

Q. And it got swept up in all the litigation 
or the process there. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. I see. But finally, how do you think 
history will deal with this, looking down the 
road? Do you think it’s going to fade away 
in the minds of people the next few years 
or: 

The President. Well, it is my hope that, 
once everything is settled and known, histo- 
ry will deal with it as the big investigation 
that finally discovered the President was 
telling the truth from the very beginning. 

Q. I see. And will you still be in office 
when that’s established, do you think? 

The President. Well, I would like to see it 
established very quickly. 

Q. I see. Is it getting tougher, in your 
judgment—now you’ve been here 7 years— 
tougher to run this place in this city? You 
invented the term “inside the beltway,” 
which implies a certain environment that 
doesn’t reflect national sentiment. Has that 
become increasingly difficult to work in? 

The President. Well, I don’t know wheth- 
er it’s any different than it’s been for 
anyone else. I do know that for years back 
there has been a kind of friction between 
the executive branch and the Legislature 
and an attempt to erode the powers of the 
President. And—— 


Q. Has that gotten worse? 

The President. 1 don’t really know, be- 
cause I came here with minus some powers 
that previously Presidents had had. Natural- 
ly, seeing it from the Executive Office side, 
I believe what’s being attempted is a mis- 
take. I think there are some things that just 
can’t be run by a committee of 535 people. 
And when you stop to think back over his- 
tory, we have been in my lifetime—well, in 
the lifetime of the nation, I should say, five 
declared wars. But history will reveal that 
Presidents have sent military forces of the 
United States into action 125 times, and 
without it being a declared war, and on the 
assumption of the executive branch that it 
was essential for the security of the United 
States to do that. 

Q. Your feeling then is that in all the 
actions you took, to the extent you knew 
anyway, was perfectly legal. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. There wasn’t any problem with the 
War Powers Act or your authority or any of 
thatP 

The President. No. 

Q. I see. Going back to that one question, 
you do not see then any evil men involved 
in this on our side? I’m talking about your 
NSC, White House—nobody that you would 
point to as a culprit or somebody—— 

The President. Well, this would get me 
into trying to comment on all that took 
place in these hearings and all, and I can’t 
say that, not having seen them any more 
than that and getting summaries of them of 
the day that—I just don’t think that I 
should risk making such an assertion—— 

Q. Yes, okay. 

The President. ——of all of the people 
that have been mentioned in the hearings. 

Q. It’s getting a rather lengthy roster, I 
guess. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Take it from the other side then: Who 
was the most help throughout this period 
for you in terms of morale and guidance? 
Because, you know, it had to be somewhat 
of a burden added on to the normal job. 

The President. Well, you mean outside of 
my wife. 

Q. Number one—she was, huh? Yes. 

The President. Yes. But, no, from the 
very beginning, not only the people here in 
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the White House and some outside but also 
friends and supporters that have gone out 
of their way from the very beginning to 
express their confidence in me—and it was 
very heartwarming. 

Q. Now, how does your wife buck you 
up? How did Mrs. Reagan—— 

The President. Well, because—— 

Q. ——get you through those days—— 

The President. ——she knew I'd told the 
truth, too. 


The President’s Health 


Q. I see, I see. Well, you answered that. A 
lot of comment, Mr. President, that you 
seem older and look older. How do you 
feelP I read the Wall Street Journal this 
morning. I suppose you did, too—a long 
piece about it. 

The President. No, I haven’t read the 
Journal this morning. 

Q. Woops—a summary. 

The President. Which—— 

Mr. Fitzwater.* We'll have to get a copy 
of that. I didn’t read it all. 

The President. Is there something in 
there about that? 

Q. Well, it had that piece in column eight 
saying, you know, the President seemed to 
be losing steam and this, you know. It was 
one of those ambiguous pieces, to be true. 
But anyway, a lot of comment on the feel- 
ing that you are slowing down in these last 
months, not only because of the burden, 
but just because you’re just older. 

The President. 1 don’t know about any 
slowing down. I do know that the—other 
than my nose—the last operation that I had 
I did without anesthetic and got up off the 
table and went upstairs and put on my 
ranch clothes and went to Camp David—it 
was a Friday—— 

Q. Oh, yes. 

The President.—and finished the day 
with a swim there and the next day with a 
horseback ride. And some doctors seem to 
be a little surprised that I could have done 
that. They didn’t think it was ordinary. But, 
no, I feel just fine. And I haven’t slowed 
down any; the pace is the same. And every 
night the schedule for the next day and the 
homework for the next day arrives, and 


4 Marlin Fitzwater, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Press Relations. 
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that’s my bedtime reading and so forth 
and—— 


The Administration’s Agenda 


Q. Weil, the other part of that theory is 
that your friends said that you were going 
to be more combative than normal in these 
last 18 months. 

The President. Well, that would have 
been true even without this other thing. 
And that has to be, because I think we’ve 
accomplished a great many things in these 
6% years. I think the fact that we’re within 
2 months of having the longest expansion 
period in the Nation’s history—economic 
expansion and all—but I think there are 
things that I will regret all my life if we 
don’t get them pinned down. Well, for one 
thing, the great problem that from the very 
beginning that has faced us—the deficit— 
that I had thought at one time we could get 
balanced. But that was during the cam- 
paign, and I had had a group of economists 
who were working on the plan that we fol- 
lowed. But no one’s ever asked me, so I'll 
tell you. Before the election, those econo- 
mists came to me and told me that the 
deterioration had now been so much great- 
er than when they made their study that, 
no, there was no way that we were going 
to, in a few years, be able to balance the 
budget. But we put the plan into effect 
anyway, aimed at whenever it can happen. 

But now with this deficit spending and 
our Economic Bill of Rights, as we call it, 
that is based on some things that are just 
essential, and that is a balanced budget 
amendment. And it’s a strange thing. When 
I heard some of the Congressmen talking 
about their obligation to the people and to 
do what the people want—the polls show 
that 80 percent of the people want a bal- 
anced budget amendment to the Constitu- 
tion. 

Q. I see that. The new figures have come 
out on that, yes. 

The President. And also what 43 Gover- 
nors have and what I had as Governor—and 
that is the right of line-item veto. I think 
those are essential tools. I would like to see 
those in place and a program in place. Well, 
the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings program is 
dedicated to this also—that is aiming at a 
point down here where the budget will be 
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balanced and from then on have to stay 
balanced. Having had that in our constitu- 
tion—I think about 44 States have that in 
their State constitutions; we had it in Cali- 
fornia. And I have to tell you, it is a guaran- 
tee when you know that as executive offi- 
cer you are responsible that, when you 
come to the end of the budget year, the 
revenues have to have matched the outgo. 

And of course, the answer to those people 
who think that, well, then let’s just raise the 
revenues—well, we’ve done that a few 
times, and if you want to look back in histo- 
ry, virtually every tax increase has led to 
lower revenues when the rates were higher 
because of the lack of incentive and the 
search by people to find tax shelters and so 
forth. And since our tax cuts have gone into 
effect, the revenues now are bigger. 

And to those liberal-minded individuals 
who always want to aim at the top earners 
and say, “Make them pay the heaviest 
load”—they do pay the heaviest load. And 
the truth of the matter is, the top earners 
today are paying a higher percentage of the 
total tax than they were before, even 
though their rates have been reduced. Now, 
that means that there is the proof that those 
people who are in brackets where they look 
for tax shelters and so forth, or didn’t earn 
extra money because it wasn’t worth it, now 
with a lower tax rate, the incentive is there 
for them to produce more, and as a result, 
they do pay a higher tax even though it’s at 
a lower rate. 

Q. One more—— 

Mr. Kuhn.* Mr. President, you’re three 
minutes late for your final appointment 
over in the Residence. 

The President. Oh. 


The President’s Careers 


Q. One more question here. You’ve had 
five careers: as a kid, as a sportscaster, as a 
movie actor, as a Governor and a President. 
Which has been the most fun? 

The President. Well, I have to tell you 
something, I have been blessed; I’ve en- 
joyed every one of them. I am still very 
proud of seven summers as a lifeguard. 

Q. I see, that ranks right up there. 


5 James F. Kuhn, Special Assistant to the 
President. 


The President. Yes, | had a log with 77 
notches in it for the—pulled out. 

Q. I see. 

The Presideni. But then, sports announc- 
ing—I thought that was my career. And yet 
I had always—going through school, high 
school and college—I’d always, in addition 
to athletics, I'd always been involved in the 
dramatic clubs and that sort of thing and 
the class plays. And when, out of the blue, 
literally, came an opportunity to switch 
from sports announcing to acting—and I 
loved that. 

And all I can tell you is I fought like a 
tiger against ever running for office. I 
thought that was for someone else, that I 
would do what I had done for other candi- 
dates, like my speeches for Barry Gold- 
water, that I would campaign for others. 
And when I was beset in 1965 by this group 
that insisted that I had to seek the gover- 
norship against the incumbent Governor 
then because the party was divided and all, 
I fought like a tiger not to. And finally, I 
couldn’t sleep nights, and Nancy and I said 
yes. But then, I have to tell you, we’d only 
been there a few months and one night we 
looked at each other, sitting in the living 
room in Sacramento, and said this makes 
everything else we’ve ever done look as 
dull as dishwater. 

Q. So, you went the distance? 

The President. Yes. 


The President’s Plans for the Future 


Q. Now, what are you going to do when 
you get out? 

The President. Well, a lot more ranching 
than I get to do now. And I anticipate that; 
I look forward to that. But I have a hunch I 
will be back in the mashed-potato circuit, 
campaigning for things I believe in and 
people I believe in. 

Q. What are you going to do on this vaca- 
tion, Mr. President? You going to do some 
fence—paper cutting and—— 

The President. Well, there will be some 
more pruning. And the pruning is also ac- 
companied by—out of it getting firewood, 
because there are two fireplaces, which is 
our only heat. And you’d be surprised at 
the extent of the woodpiles that we have 
there and yet how fast they go when you're 
there for several days in the cooler season 
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and you have fires going in both fireplaces 
all day long. 

We'll be doing that, but every morning, 
we'll be riding. 

Q. I see. I was up at Ralph Regula’s office 
the other day, and he has pictures of you 
you sent to him making a fence out of tele- 
phone poles. Do you still do that? 

The President. Well, did he explain to 
you why he’s got the pictures? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. Because he’s got some 
property and wanted a fence. And I tried to 
give him all the directions and write the 
directions that I could, and then I did—or 
sent him pictures to show him. 

Q. That’s pretty good. Yes, you’re running 
behind, I guess. 

The President. Okay. 

Q. Thank you. Well, you’re on tonight.® 
Have you got any butterflies? Are you up to 
this one? 

The President. Well, I'll be sitting at the 
same desk so I can always duck. 

Q. You’ve done that before? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. That’s great. 

The President. And I’m glad you got 
around to some of the future here, because 
that’s what I’d expected to talk about, was 
what we are going to do for the next 17 
months. 


Note: The interview began at 4:06 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. It was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on August 17. 


White House Office 





Appointment of Katherine Dillon Ladd as 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Director of the White House Secretariat. 
August 18, 1987 





The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Katherine Dillon Ladd to be 


8 Mr. Sidey referred to the President’s ad- 
dress to the Nation on the Iran arms and 
contra aid controversy that was televised on 
August 12. 


954 


Special Assistant to the President and Di- 
rector of the White House Secretariat. 

Since October 1985 Miss Ladd has 
worked in the Office of the Staff Secretary 
as Executive Assistant. Previously she 
worked as research assistant for the Senate 
Finance Committee majority staff (1981- 
1983) and as research associate for health 
policy at Government Research Corp. 
(1983-1985). 

Miss Ladd graduated from Gettysburg 
College (B.A., 1980) and American Universi- 
ty (M.P.A., 1985). She was born November 
30, 1958, in Chevy Chase, MD. Miss Ladd 
resides in Silver Spring, MD. 


White House Office 





Appointment of Claire Margaret O’Donnell 
as Special Assistant to the President for 
White House Operations. August 18, 1987 





The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Claire Margaret O’Donnell to 
be Special Assistant to the President for 
White House Operations. 

Since February 1985 Miss O’Donnell has 
served as Executive Assistant to the Deputy 
Assistant to the President for Management 
and Administration. Previously she was the 
Administrative Assistant to the Assistant to 
the President for Presidential Personnel 
from 1981 to 1985. Prior to joining the 
Reagan administration, Miss O’Donnell 
worked on the Reagan-Bush campaign in 
the treasurer’s office. 

Miss O’Donnell received her bachelor of 
arts degree from Trinity College in 1980. 
She was born on September 28, 1958, and 
resides in Washington, DC. 


United Nations 





Nomination of Two U.S. Representatives to 
the 42d Session of the General Assembly. 
August 18, 1987 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate the following individuals 
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to be Representatives of the United States 
of America to the 42d Session of the Gener- 
al Assembly of the United Nations: 


Pearl Bailey, of Arizona. Ms. Bailey is an enter- 
tainer with the William Morris Agency, Inc., in 
New York, NY. She graduated from George- 
town University (B.A., 1986). Ms. Bailey was 
born March 29, 1918, in Newport News, VA. 
She is married and resides in Lake Havasu 
City, AZ. 


Doug Bereuter, of Nebraska. Mr. Bereuter is cur- 
rently a Member of the United States House of 
Representatives. Prior to this he served as a 
member of the Nebraska State Legislature, 
1975-1978. Mr. Bereuter graduated from the 
University of Nebraska (B.A., 1961) and Har- 
vard University (M.P.A., 1973). He was born 
October 6, 1939, in York, NE. Mr. Bereuter is 
married, has two children, and resides in Ar- 
lington, VA. 


National Advisory Council on Adult 
Education 





Appointment of Two Members. 
August 18, 1987 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on Adult Education for terms expiring 
July 10, 1990: 


Julia G, Fernald, of New Jersey. This is a reap- 
pointment. Since 1983 Mrs. Fernald has been 
chairman of the board of the William Paterson 
College of New Jersey Foundation in Wayne, 
NJ. Prior to this she served as chairman of the 
board of trustees of the William Paterson Col- 
lege of New Jersey, 1980-1982. Mrs. Fernald 
graduated from Syracuse University (B.A., 
1949). She was born November 5, 1927, in 
Washington, DC. Mrs. Fernald is married, has 
three children, and resides in Upper Montclair, 
NJ. 

Patricia D. O’Donnell, of California. She will 
succeed B.L. Chain. Mrs. O’Donnell was a 
teacher at the Wilton Elementary School in 
Los Angeles, CA, 1960-1962. She has partici- 
pated in numerous charitable activities. Mrs. 
O’Donnell graduated from the University of 
Southern California (B.S., 1960). She was born 
December 22, 1938, in Evanston, IL. Mrs. 
O’Donnell is married, has three children, and 
resides in Newport Beach, CA. 


National Park Airspace Management 





Statement on Signing H.R. 921 Into Law. 
August 18, 1987 





I have signed H.R. 921, which calls for 
the cooperative efforts of the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to 
specify compatible aviation uses over our 
national parks. In its report on H.R. 921, 
the Senate Committee on Commerce, Sci- 
ence, and Transportation recognized, how- 
ever, the potential problems of an agency 
other than the FAA developing airspace 
regulations and expressed concern that the 
plenary authority of the FAA over airspace 
management not be diminished or diffused. 
Accordingly, it urged cooperative efforts 
between the Secretary of the Interior and 
the Administrator of the FAA in the devel- 
opment of airspace use recommendations 
for the Grand Canyon. 

Because I share the committee’s concern, 
I am directing that the Secretary of the 
Interior, in developing his recommenda- 
tions for aviation uses over the Grand 
Canyon, take into consideration, to the 
extent permitted by law, the views of the 
Administrator of the FAA. This will not 
only assure a cooperative effort but should 
facilitate the timely adoption of the recom- 
mendations by the FAA. 


Note: The law will be assigned a number 
when it has been filed with the Office of the 
Federal Register. 


Excellence in Minority Health 
Education and Care Act 





Statement on Signing S. 769 Into Law. 
August 19, 1987 





I am pleased to sign S. 769, the Excel- 
lence in Minority Health Education and 
Care Act. This legislation continues support 
for four educational institutions that serve 
predominantly black health-professions stu- 
dents. These schools have made tremendous 
contributions to our health-care system 
through the training of black health-care 
professionals. 
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Meharry Medical School in Nashville, TN, 
has trained 40 percent of all black physi- 
cians practicing today, while Meharry’s 
School of Dentistry has graduated 50 per- 
cent of all black dentists. The Xavier Uni- 
versity College of Pharmacy in New Orle- 
ans, LA, has provided 25 percent of all 
black pharmacists, and the Tuskegee Vet- 
erinary School in Tuskegee, AL, 75 percent 
of all black veterinarians. 

This legislation supplements the continu- 
ing efforts of my administration to increase 
the educational opportunities for minority 
students. In 1986, 27 Federal agencies and 
departments invested more than $600 mil- 
lion in our nation’s historically black col- 
leges, much of it in the form of research 
grants and projects. Next year the National 
Science Foundation will fund comprehen- 
sive projects to improve the teaching of sci- 
ence and engineering to precollege and un- 
dergraduate students in minority schools. 

As I said at the Tuskegee commencement 
last May, the history of this country is re- 
plete with the contributions of black physi- 
cians, scientists, physicists, and mathemati- 
cians. It is crucial that more young black 
Americans follow in their path. America 
must not be denied the benefits of the crea- 
tivity and talents of all its citizens. 


Note: The law will be assigned a number 
when it has been filed with the Office of the 
Federal Register. 


Bankruptcy Code 





Statement on Signing S. 1577 Into Law. 
August 19, 1987 





I am signing S. 1577, a bill “To extend 
certain protections under title 11 of the 
United States Code, the Bankruptcy Code.” 
In so doing, I reaffirm the statement I 
issued on May 15, 1987, when I signed S. 
903, the prior extension of this temporary 
legislation. I understand that the permanent 
legislation that the Congress is presently 
considering does not contain the unconstitu- 
tional nonuniform provision found in the 
temporary bills. 


Note: The law will be assigned a number 
when it has been filed with the Office of the 
Federal Register. 
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White House Office 





Appointment of B. Jay Cooper as Special 
Assistant to the President and Deputy Press 
Secretary. August 19, 1987 





The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of B. Jay Cooper to be Special 
Assistant to the President and Deputy Press 
Secretary, effective September 8, 1987. 


Mr. Cooper has been Director of Public 
Affairs and Press Secretary at the Depart- 
ment of Commerce since September 1983. 
He first came to the Commerce Depart- 
ment as the Secretary’s speechwriter in 
March 1981. Previously Mr. Cooper was an 
editor for the Waterbury (Connecticut) Re- 
publican-American newspapers. He had 
served as a reporter for those papers for 
about 10 years and also wrote a weekly po- 
litical column. During a leave of absence 
from the newspapers in 1980, he served as 
communications director for the Connecti- 
cut Reagan-Bush campaign. While at the 
Waterbury newspapers, he won several 
awards, including the UPI New England 
Community Service Award. 


He majored in journalism at Northeastern 
University in Boston, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in 1973. Mr. Cooper was born in 
Waterbury, CT, on June 9, 1950. He now 
lives in Arlington, VA, and has three daugh- 
ters. 


White House Office 





Appointment of Rebecca Gernhardt Range 
as Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of the Office of Public Liaison. 
August 20, 1987 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Rebecca Gernhardt Range 
to be Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of the Office of Public Liaison. She 
would succeed Mari Maseng. 


Since 1985 Ms. Range has been serving as 
an Assistant Secretary for Governmental Af- 
fairs at the U.S. Department of Transporta- 
tion. Prior to this, she was Counselor to the 
Secretary of Transportation, 1984-1985, and 





Deputy Assistant Secretary for Governmen- 
tal Affairs, Department of Transportation, 
1983-1984. Ms. Range served as chief of 
staff, legislative assistant, and staff assistant 
for Senator Ted Stevens, 1977-1983. 


Ms. Range graduated from DePauw Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1976) and Catholic University, 
Columbus School of Law (J.D., 1981). She is 
a member of the District of Columbia and 
American Bar Associations. She was born 
October 23, 1954, in Mansfield, OH. Ms. 
Range is married and resides in Washing- 
ton, DC. 


National Afro-American History and 
Culture Commission 





Appointment of James E. Stratten To Be a 
Member. August 20, 1987 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint James E. Stratten to be a 
member of the National Afro-American His- 
tory and Culture Commission for a term 
expiring January 18, 1991. This is a reap- 
pointment. 


Since 1977 Mr. Stratten has been director 
of the Time Savings and Loan Association in 
San Francisco, CA. Prior to this he served 
as a member of the board of the California 
Youth Authority, 1967-1979. 


Mr. Stratten graduated from Talladega 
College (B.A., 1936) and Columbia Univer- 
sity (M.A., 1939). He was born November 
20, 1913, in Cedartown, GA. Mr. Stratten 
has three children and resides in Rancho 
Murieta, CA. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 
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August 18 

In the morning, the President discussed 
with Frank C. Carlucci, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, the 
release of Charles Glass, the American jour- 
nalist kidnaped 2 months ago in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary during the period cov- 
ered by this issue and received by the 
Office of the Federal Register have been 
printed in the issue. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Editor’s Note 





The President was at Rancho del Cielo, his 
ranch near Santa Barbara, CA, on August 
21, the closing date of this issue. Releases 
and announcements issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary, but not received in time 
for inclusion in this issue, will be printed 
next week. 
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